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                        Education Trends in the Postwar Era
               After World War II, the meaning, structure, and purpose of Education were changed hence the returning veterans with GI Bill benefits were introduced in this era. There was the transformation of American Education which occurred between the years 1945 and 1970. However, due to World War II, some of the trends are visible due to war. Some programs are conducted, which ensured there is equity in education for the less fortunate such as including African-American children, women, and Handicapped children in education. The essay below analyses education trends in the postwar era and uniqueness in the American education system.
Expansion on educational opportunities for Americans and the struggle to extend the benefits of Education to minorities was a part of the general trend following World War II which was conducted by the civil rights movement (Dierkes, 2013).  This trend began in 1944 with the passage of the G.I Bill even before the war concluded. The Readjustment act funded veterans to continue with their educations which helped to rejuvenate the society and the economy to peacetime and also to restore returning of servicewomen and servicemen into American domestic life. Education expenses such as books, fees, living expenses, and tuition were subsidized by the Readjustment act. Due to these subsidies, 7,800,000 veterans attended colleges, technical schools, and universities between 1944 and 1951. The Bill ensured rapid growth in universities and colleges that would continue in the 1970s since its effect doubled the population of college students in the nations.
Federal financing of Education is still an issue to date despite the Servicemen’s Readjustment act been successful. Politics about federal aid to secondary schools and elementary were conducted in 1945 and 1958, where unique political dynamics and special interests opposed the enactment of its legislation (Eberstadt, 2017).  But in 1957, the political situation changed when the Soviet Union successfully orbited Sputnik, a little space, which brought about a national crisis due to well-publicized American space failures. Critics of the American students in mathematics and science due to its deficiencies were explained in the space race. The National Defense Education Act (NDEA), passed by Congress, improved instruction and curricula in those crucial areas to national defense and security, such as science, mathematics, and foreign languages.
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act, (ESEA), a program related to President Lyndon B. Johnson, helped increase finance differently. Many African-American students and members of other minority groups were educationally disadvantaged due to social and economic conditions (Fontana, 2011).  Encouragement on educational innovations was conducted by ESEA, where special programs for children from low-income families and funded pilot programs to supplement the offerings of local school districts. Johnson’s A Great Society, mostly through ESEA and the economic opportunity act of 1964, created a range of early childhood education programs for economically and culturally disadvantaged children. These programs made an impact on all, including minority children.
Education amendments to the Civil rights Act received federal assistance when they prohibited women's discrimination in education programs in the 1970s. This Act later evolved to extend the Civil rights movements to include women's rights and concerns (Dierkes, 2013). Three years after Title IX of 1975, Congress passed the Education for all Handicapped Children Act (P.L. 94-142). The Act greatly improved the chances of children who had previously lacked full access to quality education. This led to establishing a national policy where Handicapped children would receive quality education where the Act stated that students with handicaps were to be enrolled into regular classrooms.
Additionally, there was the creation of the U.S. Department of Education in the 1970s and was an independent agency of the federal government whose secretary was a member of the president’s cabinet. Proponents of a department of Education highlighted learning as important to the national welfare that the cabinet-level department should symbolize (Eberstadt, 2017). Despite the formation of the Department of Education, opponents argued that the proposed department would involve the federal government in what historically was a prerogative of the states and local district schools. In 1979 legislation establishing the new department passed after a considerable debate with the support of President Jimmy Carter. However, federal involvement in Education was reversed, and the administration of President Ronald Reagan reduced federal financial support for Education, hence shifting much of the responsibilities to state government.
In the 1980s, the condition of American Education was brought to attention, and it was debated where a series of national reports, especially a Nation At Risk, spotlighted failures in American Education (Fontana, 2011). U.S dominance in the world economy was a factor to be blamed on educational deficiencies for mathematics and science in particular. Various reports, including A Nation At Risk, highlighted that many states initiated reform legislation to improve academic achievement in mathematics, English, and Science. However, the reforms of the 1980s stressed academic standards, improved school discipline and subject matter courses.
In the 1980s, the subject matter in English, mathematics, computer literacy, and other technologies were emphasized and reflected the nation’s transition to a high-tech information society. American economy and workforce were debated, and due to this, private businesses and industries are taking larger initiatives to stimulate school reforms and design their training systems and learning. Private and parochial schools are also educating more nation students despite unresolved issues on school funding, the responsibility of federal, state, and local agencies.
   What is Unique about American Education?
The history of the United States comprises people of different races, languages, and cultures. The most unique on American Education was between Native Americans and Europeans in the fifteenth century (Fontana, 2011). There was considerable cultural interchange and borrowing despite emerging of war. As a result of assimilating minorities, the public school understood and cultivated the legacy of cultural pluralism.
The west-ward moving frontier was the determinant of American history and academic life since it made movements as it shifted westward (Dierkes, 2013). The frontier affected the economic, social, political welfare in America. To American Education, frontier helped foster an emphasis on important skills and practical Education for daily life.
A common school was developed, accelerated by the frontier movement, industrialization, and the need to educate citizens capable of participating in a self-governing society (Eberstadt, 2017).  The common school philosophy, articulated by Horace Mann and others, was democratic in concept.
Lastly, public institutions in the United States of American are connected in a way  that American children can successfully proceed from Elementary school, via secondary schools such as middle school and high school, to complete their formal education state in colleges and universities (Fontana, 2011).  This ensures every student access an equal chance to progress to higher education.
This essay has explained educational issues which have been the core of American culture since the colonial era. Its trend has been discussed where some agencies such as the Elementary and Secondary Education Act conducted special programs for children from low-income families and funded their Education. There was the development of the U.S. Department of Education in the 1970s, an independent agency of the federal government. These efforts have been used to successfully enabled education  whose aim was to smooth line the education sector in America.  
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